
Grace and Peace to you 
from the parsonage up 
on Shelton Ave., 
 
One of the joys of being 
a pastor who loves 
Church History is see-
ing patterns echoed 
throughout the life of 
the Church. One central 
pattern is that God’s 
people are always  
involved with food.  
 
One of the factors that 
enabled the success of 
the Protestant Reforma-
tion was the printing 
press. One printer in 
the town of Zurich, 
Switzerland, Christo-
pher Froschauer, had 
been working on  
printing a new edition 
of St. Paul’s epistles.  
In order to celebrate  
this accomplishment,  
Froschauer and his men 
decided to cook up 
some sausages for  
supper. In Zurich, Ref-
ormation did not come 
through a hammer, or 
an army, or even a new 
book. Reformation 
came because a group 
of guys got hungry after 
work, and wanted sau-
sage for dinner. 
 
The year was 1522,  
and the seeds of the 
Reformation had begun, 
but Zurich was still  
under Roman Catholic 
influence. And these 
printers wanted to  
dine on sausages on 
a Friday during Lent. 

Under Roman Catholic 
Church Law (even  
today!) you are forbid-
den to eat meat on 
Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and 
any Friday during the 
season of Lent. People 
have always felt free to 
break various rules, but 
something was unique 
about this supper. The 
local priest, Ulrich 
Zwingli, was present, 
and didn’t speak out 
against it, he had the 
audacity to serve these 
sausages!  
 
History records that 
Zwingli was present at 
the meal, but he didn’t 
eat any of it himself. 
Guilt by association, 
this simple feast led to a 
great scandal in the city. 
Zwingli had already 
been slowly introducing 
church reforms in his 
parish. He had been 
preaching against many 
of Rome’s practices so 
this “affair of sausages”, 
this was not a unique or  
unexpected moment. 
On March 23, 1522, 
Zwingli delivered his 
sermon, “Concerning 
Choice and Liberty  
Respecting Food…” His 
sermon adamantly  
decried Rome’s unbibli-
cal commands. Zwingli 
would continue to teach  
Zurich that God’s  
people are called  
to regard no other 
teachings of men as 
equal to or greater than 

God’s Word.  
 
Later, following public  
debates between 
Zwingli and Rome, the 
town of Zurich would 
vote to become a  
Reformed city, one of 
the first to be free 
from the power  
of Rome. God used  
ordinary men, with 
ordinary stomachs to 
bring the light of the 
Gospel.  God raised up 
such a man to redeem 
His people from the 
traditions of men by 
pointing them back to 
the Word.  
 
So today, as people 
who are purposefully 
and joyfully united to 
the Reformers, enjoy-
ing sausage any day of 
the week, we remem-
ber “…that a person  
is not justified by 
works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus 
Christ…” (Galatians 
2:16 ESV)  
 
May we always seek to 
embrace only those 
things which God has 
revealed in Scripture, 
never submitting to 
another master than 
the Lord.  
 
In the joy  
of the LORD, 
 
Rev. Angelo O. Valle 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

2 – Toddler Play Days  
at 10am 

3 – Jeffrey Crotsley’s 
Birthday 

5 – Sunday School  
at 9am 

  – Morning Worship  
at 10am 

 - John Colbert’s & Ron 
Shade’s Birthday 

6 – Kerm Port’s & Betty 
Leamer’s Birthday 

 – Todd Dobson’s 
Birthday 

10 –Family Game Night  
at 6pm 

12 –Sunday School  
at 9am 

  – Morning Worship  
at 10am 

 - Pastor Angelo Valle’s 
Birthday 

15 –Consistory  
Meeting at 6:30pm 

16 – Toddler Play Days  
at 10:00am 

17 – Jean Patterson’s  
Birthday 

19 –Sunday School  
at 9am 

  – Morning Worship  
at 10am 

24 – Sam Shade’s  
Birthday 

26 –Sunday School  
at 9am 

  – Morning Worship  
at 10am 

 - Tracy Crotsley’s 
Birthday 

28 – Bill & Cindy’s 
Stetchock Anniversary 
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Liturgy Unmasked The Profession of Faith 

The Belgic Confession of Faith: Article 24, Part 2 
The Sanctification of Sinners confession: {of faith} 
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that God rewards good works—
but it is by grace that God crowns 
these gifts.  Moreover, although 
we do good works we do not base 
our salvation on them; for we can-
not do any work that is not defiled 
by our flesh and also worthy of 
punishment. 
 
And even if we could point to one, 
memory of a single sin is enough 

Rather, we are indebted to God for 
the good works we do, and not 
God to us, since God “is at work in 
[us], enabling [us] both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure” — 
thus keeping in mind what is writ-
ten: “When you have done all that 
you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 
are worthless slaves; we have done 
only what we ought to have 
done.’“ Yet we do not wish to deny 

for God to reject that work. So 
we would always be in doubt, 
tossed back and forth without 
any certainty, and our poor  
consciences would be tormented 
constantly if they did not rest on 
the merit of the suffering and 
death of our Savior. 

creeds of the Church we are 
standing alongside thousands of 
years of faithful sons and daugh-
ters  of God who have professed 
the Faith; not my faith, nor your 
faith, but our Faith "according to 
the Scriptures". So the next time 
you rise for the one of the 
Creeds, realize that you are iden-
tifying yourself with God's 
Church and proclaiming yourself 
as the redeemed of the Lord. 

stand at the appropriate time to 
profess the faith, member-Bob is 
not merely professing his faith, or 
member-Sally professing her faith, 
but the church as one voice, as 
Christ's body, pledges itself to our 
one God again. When we profess 
the Faith, we are standing along-
side every church in the world and 
throughout history which has  
professed Jesus the son of God as 
Lord. You see, when we say the 

Have you ever wondered why 
every Sunday we say a Profession 
of Faith? For the majority of those 
who regularly attend church, they 
could say the Apostles or Nicene 
creed in their sleep! When we  
profess our faith, by either creed or 
even our Heidelberg catechism, we 
are identifying again for the week 
what is the substance of our Chris-
tian faith, naming exactly what we 
believe. Each Sunday when we 

Sunday, December 3rd  

at 7:00pm 

 

Come, join in singing your favorite 
hymns and carols, enjoy special 

music and a time of food & 
 fellowship! An offering will be  

received to aid those in the  
community in need of assistance. 


